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superior technical and operational ex-
pertise, and compassion as a pilot, 
leader, mentor, and friend. 

Captain Romine has a distinguished 
career that is worthy of recognition by 
this Senate. Harl Romine—the son of a 
career Coast Guard officer—attended 
high school in Chantilly, VA, and grad-
uated from the U.S. Coast Guard Acad-
emy in 1985 with a bachelor of science 
degree in government. Immediately 
following graduation he joined the 
fleet and served as a deck watch offi-
cer, law enforcement boarding officer, 
and weapons officer aboard the U.S. 
Coast Guard Cutter CHEROKEE. Upon 
completing his tour on the CHER-
OKEE, Captain Romine attended Navy 
Flight School to begin his career as a 
Coast Guard aviator a role in which he 
would truly distinguish himself. Upon 
receiving his ‘‘wings of gold’’ at flight 
school in Pensacola, Captain Romine 
began a career of service that would 
take him from the warm waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico to frigid seas of the Gulf 
of Alaska. 

His first aviation assignment was to 
the Coast Guard’s largest and busiest 
air station—Air Station Clearwater, 
FL, where he served as a duty standing 
pilot in the HH–3F ‘‘Pelican’’ heli-
copter performing a wide range of mis-
sions in the Atlantic and Caribbean re-
gions, including Search and Rescue and 
drug enforcement operations. 

In 1991 he was assigned to Air Station 
Kodiak where he continued to fly the 
HH–3F and then transitioned to the 
HH–60J ‘‘Jayhawk.’’ Four years later, 
he was transferred to Coast Guard 
Group Astoria, OR, where he served as 
the administration officer, supervising 
the administrative and personnel sup-
port for over 300 Coast Guard per-
sonnel. 

In 1998, Captain Romine was assigned 
as the HH–60J standardization branch 
chief at the Coast Guard’s Aviation 
Training Center in Mobile, AL. The 
young pilots trained under the tutelage 
of Captain Romine were a large part of 
the impressive Coast Guard Team that 
performed so heroically in the after-
math of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

In 2001, Captain Romine qualified in 
the HC–130H ‘‘Hercules’’ and returned 
to Kodiak, AK, where he served as the 
operations officer for Coast Guard Air 
Station Kodiak. During this tour he 
maintained a qualification in both the 
HH–60J ‘‘Jayhawk’’ and the HC–130 
‘‘Hercules’’ airframes and has the 
unique distinction of standing duty in 
both airframes during the same week 
and successfully executing a search and 
rescue case in both airframes during 
that week. 

In 2004, Captain Romine received the 
ultimate honor and demonstration of 
the Coast Guard’s trust in his abilities, 
when he received orders to serve as the 
commanding officer of Coast Guard Air 
Station Sitka, AK. 

At the heart of his career of distin-
guished service is commitment to res-
cuing those in distress. Over his career 
Captain Romine has personally flown, 

coordinated or supervised over 800 
search and rescue cases resulting in 
over 600 lives saved. When Americans 
watch with pride as an orange heli-
copter plucks shipwrecked mariners 
from an icy sea or pulls stranded men 
and women off of roof tops in a flooded 
city, they should all know that it is 
men and women like Harl Romine who 
are piloting the aircraft risking their 
lives to save someone else’s. 

Captain Romine’s service has not 
gone unrecognized by his commanders. 
For his distinguished and heroic serv-
ice, he has been awarded the Meri-
torious Service Medal, the Air Medal, 
four Coast Guard Commendation Med-
als and three Coast Guard Achievement 
Medals. 

Finally, for the last 3 years, Captain 
Romine has distinguished himself 
while serving as a Coast Guard fellow 
on the Senate Commerce Committee’s 
Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries and 
Coast Guard Subcommittee. With the 
same technical expertise and devotion 
to duty demonstrated throughout his 
career as an aviator, Captain Romine 
earned the respect of all who have 
worked with him and has been an in-
valuable member of the Commerce 
Committee staff and will be sorely 
missed. 

On July 17, Captain Romine will be 
retiring from the Coast Guard and will 
be bringing his impressive and distin-
guished career in the Coast Guard to 
an end. We would be remiss if we did 
not thank his family for ‘‘loaning’’ 
Harl to the Coast Guard for so many 
years. Life in the Coast Guard places 
great stress on families as well as serv-
icemen. We want to thank Harl’s wife 
Laura, and his sons Hank, Carson, and 
Sonny for all the sacrifices they have 
made. 

Throughout his service to our Na-
tion, whether standing the watch, 
teaching the next generation of pilots 
who now stand the watch, or com-
manding those who protected our Na-
tion’s mariners, Captain Romine has 
upheld the highest traditions of the 
Coast Guard. We would like to take 
this opportunity to personally com-
mend Captain Romine for his service to 
our Nation, the Coast Guard and the 
Senate and thank him for all he has 
done in service to his country. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING MAJOR GENERAL 
ROGER W. GILBERT 

∑ Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today I wish to honor the life of Major 
General Roger W. Gilbert who passed 
away on June 13, 2009 in Lenexa, KS. I 
would like to express my condolences 
to Major General Gilbert’s family, in 
particular his wife of 58 years, Ruthie, 
his two daughters Carol and Marilee, 
his three granddaughters Brooke, 
Britni, and Allison, and his sister Bev-
erly. They are in my thoughts and 
prayers. 

Major General Gilbert led an honor-
able and extensive career which began 
upon his enlistment in the Army Air 
Corps in 1943 while he was a student at 
Drake University. After his pilot train-
ing, he courageously took two combat 
tours in Europe during World War II. 
He flew 50 missions in B–17s and Mos-
quitoes and upon his accomplishment 
he was awarded with the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Air Medal with five 
clusters and five battle stars. 

In 1946, he joined the Air National 
Guard and flew another 50 combat mis-
sions in B–26 bombers during the Ko-
rean war. He then became squadron 
and later on wing commander of the 
Air Guard units and accumulated 7,200 
hours of pilot time, 4,000 of which were 
served as a jet pilot. Major General Gil-
bert amassed a large amount of medals 
throughout his service career, includ-
ing the Legion of Merit with one oak 
leaf cluster and another 38 awards. 

Major General Gilbert retired from 
his career of 42 years of service in the 
Air Force and Air Guard. He previously 
was the adjutant general of the Iowa 
National Guard, as well as the former 
commander of the 132nd Fighter Wing 
of the Iowa National Guard, which was 
given three national recognitions as 
being an outstanding unit of the Air 
Force. After retirement, he spent his 
time hunting, skeet shooting, and tak-
ing his golden retriever, Major, out to 
the field. 

The career of Major General Gilbert 
was a distinguished one and his 42-year 
commitment to serving the people of 
the United States and the State of 
Iowa is worthy of much admiration and 
honor. I am grateful for his service and 
pay tribute to his patriotism.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING JACK 
EBERSPACHER 

∑ Mr. JOHANNS. Mr. President, today 
I wish to pay tribute to a leader in 
American agriculture. 

Jack Eberspacher, president and 
chief executive officer of the Agricul-
tural Retailers Association, passed 
away on July 5, 2009, in Reston, VA. He 
had been courageously fighting cancer 
since April. 

Jack was a dynamic leader and was 
admired throughout the industry as a 
strong and effective advocate for agri-
culture. 

Jack was born in Seward, NE, in 1954. 
He earned an animal science degree at 
the University of Nebraska and com-
pleted coursework toward a master’s 
degree in business administration at 
Texas Tech University. 

After several years working in var-
ious agribusiness positions throughout 
the United States, Jack was named the 
chief executive officer of the National 
Grain Sorghum Producers Association 
in 1989. His colleagues there remember 
him as a creative man who loved push-
ing the envelope and emphasizing new 
ideas. He focused the Association’s ef-
forts on the needs of the producers and 
bringing stakeholders together. 
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In 1998, Jack accepted a new chal-

lenge as the chief executive officer of 
the National Association of Wheat 
Growers in Washington, DC. With his 
leadership, the association achieved a 
positive financial turnaround. 

In 2001, Jack was appointed president 
and chief executive officer of the Agri-
cultural Retailers Association, where 
he served until his death. He worked 
tirelessly to build the association into 
a strong voice for agricultural retailers 
and distributors in the Nation’s Cap-
ital. 

Jack was an active member of the 
Bennett Roundtable of the Farm Foun-
dation of Chicago, Illinois, and recipi-
ent of the Alpha Gamma Rho Frater-
nity Brother of the Century Award. He 
also served as a member of the Bush- 
Cheney Agricultural Transition Team. 

Jack is survived by his wife Jinger 
and their two children Sam and 
Maggie; his parents Max and Lois 
Eberspacher; his sister and brother, as 
well as nieces, nephews, relatives and 
friends. 

I am personally thankful for his con-
tributions and service to American ag-
riculture. His legacy will be remem-
bered, and he will truly be missed by 
many. My prayers are with his family 
during this difficult time.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 1:08 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3081. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3082. An act making appropriations 
for military construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 3081. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3082. An act making appropriations 
for military construction , the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. KERRY: 
S. 1444. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to clarify the meaning of ‘‘com-
bat with the enemy’’ for purposes of service- 
connection of disabilities; to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and Mr. 
LUGAR) (by request): 

S.J. Res. 18. A joint resolution relating to 
the approval of the proposed agreement for 
nuclear cooperation between the United 
States and the United Arab Emirates; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations for not to 
exceed 45 days pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 2159. 
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 229 

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 229, a bill to empower 
women in Afghanistan, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 266 

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from 
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 266, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to reduce the coverage gap in prescrip-
tion drug coverage under part D of 
such title based on savings to the Medi-
care program resulting from the nego-
tiation of prescription drug prices. 

S. 428 

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
BURRIS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
428, a bill to allow travel between the 
United States and Cuba. 

S. 571 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 571, a bill to strengthen 
the Nation’s research efforts to iden-
tify the causes and cure of psoriasis 
and psoriatic arthritis, expand psori-
asis and psoriatic arthritis data collec-
tion, and study access to and quality of 
care for people with psoriasis and pso-
riatic arthritis, and for other purposes. 

S. 599 

At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
599, a bill to amend chapter 81 of title 
5, United States Code, to create a pre-
sumption that a disability or death of 
a Federal employee in fire protection 

activities caused by any certain dis-
eases is the result of the performance 
of such employee’s duty. 

S. 662 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
662, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for re-
imbursement of certified midwife serv-
ices and to provide for more equitable 
reimbursement rates for certified 
nurse-midwife services. 

S. 696 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 696, a bill to amend the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act to 
include a definition of fill material. 

S. 714 
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name 

of the Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
714, a bill to establish the National 
Criminal Justice Commission. 

S. 718 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 718, a bill to amend the Legal 
Services Corporation Act to meet spe-
cial needs of eligible clients, provide 
for technology grants, improve cor-
porate practices of the Legal Services 
Corporation, and for other purposes. 

S. 730 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 730, a bill to amend 
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States to modify the tariffs on 
certain footwear, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 755 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 755, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to authorize 
the Director of the National Cancer In-
stitute to make grants for the dis-
covery and validation of biomarkers 
for use in risk stratification for, and 
the early detection and screening of, 
ovarian cancer. 

S. 777 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
777, a bill to promote industry growth 
and competitiveness and to improve 
worker training, retention, and ad-
vancement, and for other purposes. 

S. 779 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 779, a bill to amend ti-
tles 23 and 49, United States Code, to 
modify provisions relating to the 
length and weight limitations for vehi-
cles operating on Federal-aid high-
ways, and for other purposes. 
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